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HOW ARE WE TO RESPOND TO THE ABUSE CRISIS?
Sexual abuse of minors and adults by clerics, in particular priests and bishops, has
caused a crisis in the Catholic Church. Contributing to the crisis has been a failure to
report abuse by bishops, as well as a failure to take steps to prevent abuse. Many are
asking why the abuse happened and why there has been such a failure in taking
action against such abuse. The answers are varied and complex, but the wounds of the
abuse go deep and are profound in the victims and survivors of the abuse.
How are we to respond? The first priority is given to the victim and survivor of abuse.
The efforts of the Diocese of New Ulm must focus on hope and healing for victims and
survivors. On behalf of the Diocese of New Ulm, I apologize to victims and survivors of
sexual abuse, and I commit the diocese to helping in their healing and to protecting
children, young people, and adults from sexual abuse.

Anyone who has suffered sexual abuse or exploitation by a bishop, priest, deacon, or anyone else involved in Church
ministry in the Diocese of New Ulm should immediately report such misconduct to local law enforcement, regardless
of when the misconduct occurred. This is a difficult step to take for a victim and survivor, but, in many cases, it is the
first step toward healing.
Victims and survivors of abuse by anyone in Church ministry are also encouraged to contact the diocesan victim
assistance coordinator or the Bishop’s Delegate in Matters Pertaining to Sexual Misconduct for counseling or other
assistance in healing. As the bishop of the diocese, I am willing to meet individually with victims and survivors as
part of the healing process. In such meetings, I acknowledge their suffering and apologize on behalf of the Church.
This is another difficult step for anyone who has been abused by a cleric because the abuse has caused a crisis in
trust. How can the victim and survivor trust a leader of the Church where he or she has suffered abuse?
The diocese continues to sponsor evenings of adoration and prayer for hope and healing in various locations. These
evenings are for anyone who bears wounds in their lives, including those who are victims and survivors of sexual
abuse by clergy. The evenings include Eucharistic adoration with opportunities for healing prayer that might prove
helpful for victims and survivors.
Safe environment programs have been put into place. For more than a decade, the Diocese of New Ulm has required
participation in a comprehensive abuse awareness and prevention program for the bishop, priests and deacons,
diocesan and parish staff, Catholic school employees, parents, students, and volunteers who work with minors. The
diocese also provides age-appropriate personal safety education for children and young people in parish faith formation
programs and Catholic schools across the diocese.
Is this enough of a response to the abuse crisis? No. More work needs to be done. For example, in November 2018,
the National Review Board (NRB) presented some recommendations for the bishops’ consideration. The NRB is a
committee created in 2002 by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) in order to monitor the
implementation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People in the wake of the clerical abuse
scandal in the United States. The NRB made the following two proposals.

1. Include bishops in the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People.
2. Implement the plan by Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo regarding the creation of standards of conduct for
bishops, a third-party reporting system, investigation into the McCarrick situation, and the establishment of
a lay commission.

Cardinal DiNardo, president of the USCCB, has pledged to implement these recommendations.
Prayer, fasting, and penance are also an integral part of the response. For example, I offered my recent pilgrimage to
the Holy Land in September 2018, and engaged in prayer, fasting, and penance throughout this pilgrimage for the
healing of the wounds of sexual abuse, both in individuals who have been abused and in the Body of Christ as a
whole. I invited the faithful of the Diocese of New Ulm to join me spiritually by engaging in their own acts of prayer,
fasting, and penance. I have heard that many did so.
Various parishes in the diocese also hosted the Diocesan Rosary Congress that took place from October 14–20, 2018.
One of the intentions for this Congress was for the Church in this time of crisis. Hosting the relics of St. Pio at the
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New Ulm on October 28, 2018, was also a time to pray for hope and healing. These
efforts will continue in the diocese.
When I have met with victims and survivors of sexual abuse, most tell me that they are grateful that the Church has
acknowledged their abuse. They are also most concerned that the Church prevent abuse from taking place. On behalf
of the Diocese of New Ulm, I apologize to victims and survivors of sexual abuse, and I commit the diocese to helping
in their healing and to protecting children, young people, and adults from sexual abuse.

The Most Reverend John M. LeVoir

Bishop of New Ulm
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“I was hungry and you fed me, thirsty and you gave me a drink; I was a stranger and you
received me in your homes, naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you took care of me
in prison and you visited me.  The righteous will then answer him, “When, Lord, did we
ever see you hungry and feed you, or thirst and give you a drink? When did we ever see
you a stranger and welcome you in our homes, or naked and clothe you? When did we
ever see you sick or in prison, and visit you?  The King will reply, “I tell you, whenever you
did this for one of the least important of these followers of mine, you it for me!”   Matthew
25: 35-40
When the winter season is upon us and we are at home with heat and food on our table, do
we ever reflect on what it would be like to be homeless or be without food or able to pay our

From the desk of the President

heat bills or pay for prescriptions that are needed for our health?  Do we reflect on the Corporal Works of Mercy – Feed
the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the imprisoned, visit the sick, bury the
dead?  Do we as Council of Catholic Women ever go out of our comfortable way of life and really help those that need
it or do we feel uncomfortable reaching out? Do we really live our Catholic faith and help those who maybe aren’t
feeling loved or cared for right now?  Do we help the needy or listen to those as they walk through the pain in their
lives?  I’ve always thought we could do more by being compassionate in listening to those who need to be heard, talking
about our faith with joy and spreading the good that we can all do by simply helping those that need it.  We may not be
able to financially help those but we could perhaps make a meal for someone, visit someone who has no one to visit,
donate warm clothes to a shelter for the homeless, etc.  There are numerous things that we can do by just being aware
of those around us.  Yes, there are women and men in pain that don’t always tell us.  We need to listen with our hearts
and spread the love of Jesus Christ by not just talking but by taking action.  How are we, as CCW members, building
bridges to those who are feeling lost or haven’t been back to Mass for a long, long time?  Do we welcome them back with
joy and do we welcome their children back with joy or do we just notice they haven’t been at Church but don’t make the
effort to find out why.  Maybe there is a concern or pain in their lives?  Let us go forth and do some evangelizing as
Council of Catholic Women and do the work of Jesus Christ.
The CCW Deanery Presidents will be mailing out the annual reports to each parish CCW President.  This is a good time
to reflect on what your Council has done in the past year and share what goals could be for you to do in the future.  Can
you help more in service to others or can you do more spiritually in your parish?  We also encourage all ladies to promote
the upcoming Deanery Spring Gatherings and of course, we would love you all to attend the NUDCCW Convention on
April 27, 2018, at Hutchinson.  Our speakers will be on Domestic Abuse and Human Trafficking.  More information will
be forthcoming in the future.
May God continue to bless you in your spiritual journeys as Council of Catholic Women and to guide you in promoting
the wonderful things that the Council does.  Be proud of being a Catholic woman and the good things you do!  We are
all working for the good of all!

Betty Thooft, NUDCCW President

Prayer For Vocations
Lord, God, we praise and bless your holy name.

We ask that you give the Church of New Ulm holy priests, dedicated women
and men religious, selfless deacons and zealous missionaries.

Inspire in the hearts of our youth a spirit of generosity to commit their lives to the
message and ministry of Jesus, Your Son.

We ask all this through Him who lives and reigns as our Lord,
forever and ever.  Amen

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us.



My Dear CCW Ladies,

We live in awesome times, the potential of doing so much good is so powerfully present
in our midst.  On the flip side there is much evil in our midst. We all know them.  We could
list them endlessly without much thought.

One of the most critically important virtues that we can foster is HOPE. God is alive, Jesus
is among us and has promised that he will be with us forever, what more do we need. Yes,

we can wring our hands and give up on this messy, screwed up world, but then we would have to begin by giving
up on God and ourselves and we don’t want to do that. God hasn’t given up on His creation neither can we. God
hasn’t’ given up on us neither should we. Let us be women of hope.

Some might think we have to hunker down in ourselves and there live peaceful and tranquil lives. I would say, on
the contrary we need to look beyond our own little worlds. We need to look at the big wide world in which God is
acting and we will be able to see and recognize His presence. We will be able to see a thousand points of light that
are lighting up this messy world, but still good world.  We will see a thousand points of light in this, in so many
ways, messed up Church as well, a God who is calling and saving and thus powerfully working to bring about His
kingdom.

Faith and Hope is what is needed not fear, not despair.

Awhile ago on a Wednesday night, after hearing confessions from 6:00-6:30 pm I went to the Adoration chapel to
finish my “Liturgy of The Hours” for the day. After a few minutes I heard the door open repeatedly and people enter.
Finally, my curiosity got to me and I looked around and saw that eight of our 6th, 7th and 8th grader students were all
kneeling and praying around me. All of a sudden it dawned on me that I had forgotten about Junior High Youth
group which was scheduled at 6:45pm. Rather than waiting in the designated room they had come up to the
Adoration Chapel to pray and when they saw me praying, they thought that was what I had planned to do with
them that evening.  What an act of pure goodness. Tears came to my eyes. By the way, each one of them serves Mass
as well. God’s spirit is working.

It seems that very few of our CCW groups are functioning to full capacity.  But that misses the point, many of our
parishes still have at least a few ladies that are meeting and doing lots of good work. It is easy to get down and
depressed. But we need to celebrate those ladies. We, most of all, must reach out to others and perhaps embrace
more fully our AFC and Diocese in order to see that there are lots of good things happening.

God has not abandoned us. That is not to say, He might just be challenging us to go out of our own little worlds and
change some of our perspectives and give even more but perhaps in a little different way or in a different place.

The works of CCW need to be done. If we don’t do them, someone else has to do them, or they don’t get done.  If
each of us fosters the Virtue of Hope, which is a gift given to us at Baptism, we can be assured that God will make
His will known and we will be better agents of Him here in our Parishes, AFC’s and Diocese.

Thank You for all you do and may God fill your hearts with hope as we prepare during the coming months for the
celebration of His resurrection.

Msgr. Eugene L. Lozinski
NUDCCW Spiritual Advisor

Spiritual Advisor’s Message
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SPIRITUALITYCommission
LOOKING FOWARD TO RENEWAL

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent in the Western Christian calendar.  It occurs exactly 46 days before Easter
(40 fasting days not counting Sundays).  It is a moveable fast that can fall as early as February 4 and as late as
March 10.  This year (2019), Ash Wednesday is March 6th.
Ash Wednesday is named after the practice of placing ashes on the foreheads of faithful as a reminder of human
mortality, and as a sign of mourning and repentance to God.  Ash Wednesday is observed by most Christians.  In the
Catholic Church, Ash Wednesday is observed by fasting and abstinence from meat.  The ash is to come from the
palm trees dedicated on Palm Sunday of the previous year.
The primary purpose of Lent is to help us become truly holy – and we should work toward this goal during Lent by
extra prayer, penance, good works, almsgiving, attendance at Mass and reception of the sacraments (the chief
sources of grace).  Traditionally, Catholics have chosen penitential practices for the whole time of Lent.  These
practices are disciplinary in nature and often more effective if they are continuous (kept on Sundays as well). These
practices are not regulated by the Church, but by individual conscience.
Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence from meat. On the Fridays of Lent, we remember the sacrifice of Christ on
Good Friday and unite ourselves with that sacrifice through abstinence and prayer.  The abstinence laws consider
that meat comes only from animals such as chickens, cows, sheep or pigs – all of which live on land.  Birds are also
considered meat.  Abstinence does not include meat juices and liquid foods made from meat.  Thus, such foods as
chicken broth, consommé, soups cooked or flavored with meat, meat gravies or sauces, as well as seasonings or
condiments made from animal fat are technically not forbidden.  However, moral theologians have traditionally
taught that we should abstain from all animal-derived products (except foods such as gelatin, butter, cheese and
eggs, which do not have any meat taste). Fish are a different category of animal.  Salt and freshwater species of
fish, amphibians, reptiles, (cold-blooded animals) and shellfish are permitted.
Days of Fast:  Only one full meal is permitted on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for Catholics between the ages of
18 and 59.  Two smaller meals are permitted, but the small meals should not equal a second full meal.  Drinking
liquids between meals is allowed.  Snacks or solid foods between meals are not allowed.
Some Lenten suggestions:

�  Begin each morning with the prayer: “Lord, I offer you this day, and all that I think, and do, and say.”
�  Attend Holy Mass as often as possible
�  Pray the Sorrowful Mysteries of the Rosary
�  Make the Stations of the Cross at home or in a parish celebration
�  Read Scripture for 10 minutes every day
�  Make a humble and sorrowful confession
�  Read a traditional Catholic book
�  Make time for heart felt prayer
�  Disconnect from social media and News
�  Fast by eating healthy and as a family
�  Forgive and Pray for those who have hurt you
�  Pray the Seven Penitential Psalms (Psalm 6, 31, 50, 101, 129 and 142)
�  Spend some time in quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament
�  Abstain from meat for an extra day or two each week
�  Listen to spiritual music or a spiritual speaker
�  Or any other practice that will help your spiritual renewal.

On Ash Wednesday, all over the world, Catholics are going to be praying and fasting.  It is a powerful day to ask for
God’s forgiveness and for the salvation of Souls.  All of us Catholics need to pray for unity and purity of Catholic
dogma.  We also want to repent of individual and collective sins that are destroying the Mystical Body of Christ.
We should not take the Salvation of the World on OUR shoulders! Jesus is the savior of the world. We are just to
help those with whom we have influence.  Salvation starts with our own souls and our family.  Every time we get
depressed about the pope, bishops, priests, religious and laity, get down on our knees and pray about it.  Then give
it over to God, Mary and the Saints to take care of it.  We only do whatever we can to peacefully reform and renew
the Church.  Then we let God do the rest.  We are not God.  Invite people this lent to attend mass.  Chill out and
have more joy.  God is still in charge of the Church and the world.  We are only His humble servants.

By Marianne Schotzko
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By Lori Rixe
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Winter has begun. The cold weather and shorter days make me want to stay inside and snuggle with blankets. I found
a few activities for all of you who are like me and want to stay inside this winter.
Create a sleeping mat for homeless.
The NCCW has instructions for creating a sleeping mat for homeless on their website listed below. The only supplies
you need are: plastic grocery bags, a scissors, crochet hook, and a card that says, “God Loves YOU” These mats can be
left in your church or can be sent to other churches.
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/SleepingMatInstructions1-1.pdf
Enjoy a cup of Juan Ana Coffee
Support San Lucas Missions by going online and ordering a bag of coffee. Many families in San Lucas rely on the coffee
harvest to generate their income for the year. The coffee industry also creates jobs by processing, roasting and packaging
beans all in San Lucas Toliman. For more information and to order your bag visit:
https://www.sanlucasmission.org/juan-ana-cafe/juan-ana-coffee/overview/
Clean out closets and drawers to donate to those in need
Winter is one of the best times to go through those items in your house that could be put to better use. I like to use
the theory that if I haven’t touched an item in a year, I probably don’t need it. There are a ton of places around that
take items. Someplace safe, The Girls Ranch in Benson, MN, Goodwill, Good Samaritan, and many other Thrift stores.
You will not only be getting rid of your clutter, you will be offering other people a great gift of affordable items for
them to treasure.
Read and subscribe to Catholic family publications
Catholic Digest, Marriage, Parenting etc.  I personally like Catholic Digest. It has stories from other Catholics, recommends
family friendly movies and books, and enhances my understanding of the Catholic faith. And it doesn’t forget about
humor.
Learn on how you can help those who are Trafficked
January 11th is National Human Trafficking Day. There a ton of resources to donate to help victims. We have the local
Girls Ranch in Benson and there are many international resources too. The more we know about this crime, the better
equipped we are to help those in need. I always find when I do research on a subject it helps me pray for those in need
with more fervency.
Have a blessed winter!

Prayer to End Domestic Violence
(Please pray on the First Saturday of every month to end domestic violence)

O God, our world at times is divided and hostile.  Some people consider
themselves dominant over others based on gender, race, color, class or
status.  Through your Son’s cross our world can be reconciled; the walls of
hostility can be broken.  We pray for all women who experience  the pain
and suffering of violence, that they may feel your healing touch and be at
peace in your living embrace.  We pray for those who victimize and abuse
others, that they may see the errors of their sins and seek repentance.
Through the intercession of Our Lady of Good Counsel, may we understand
and support those who may come to us for help.  We ask these things
through Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Commission
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The Catholic faith is the oldest and most established branch of Christianity. The Council of Catholic Women
has vested interest in helping New Ulm Diocesan members interested in attending workshops, seminars,
and conventions to enhance their skills, gain knowledge and revitalize their Catholic faith.  The Council of
Catholic Women believes strongly in community service, helping its members uphold the Catholic traditions
well into the future and grow in our faith.

Our faith education is never finished, we are constantly challenged to grow and assist others in their faith
journey as well. We tend to neglect our own faith growth or do not try to increase our skills because of
time or the family budget doesn’t allow. Our CCW scholarship program continues to assist in the kind of
expenses for an individual who would attend a seminar, conference and help your parish CCW bring in a
speaker or build and enrich bible study to purchase books or even a DVD series where many can benefit or
even become more confident as a religious class teacher.

Scholarship information booklets are available to each parish in the diocese explaining the program,
including the eligibility requirements along with a blank application. Please contact your local president
or scholarship coordinator for the application and requirements. One of the requirements is that your
parish CCW must donate some monies for the year to this program in order for a person to be considered
for a scholarship. We do rely on the generous scholarship donations from our parish CCWs and we need
applicants in order to continue to have this program be a success.

Donations need to be sent in by March 1, 2019 and completed applications submitted by March 1, 2019 in
order to be considered for an award. The scholarship application is online at www.nudccw.org

For questions regarding this program please contact:

Jeanne Bednarek, NUDCCW Scholarship Coordinator
1918 330th St
Ivanhoe, MN  56142
Phone 507 694 1467 email: jbednarekforccw@gmail.com

SPRING WILL COME AND SO WILL THE
DEANERY SPRING GATHERINGS

Please plan to attend and encourage the women in your parish to attend.  Watch for
details in the coming month regarding theme, speakers, etc.

Deanery 1---Thursday, March 21, 2019 – West Newton, St. George
Deanery 2---Tuesday, March 5, 2019 – Location TBD

Deanery 3---Monday, March 4, 2019 at St. Aloysius, Olivia
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From the Editor
We are half way through our CCW year and how is your parish CCW doing?  There are so many needs in the world
around us – sometimes it can be overwhelming but do what you can and don’t give up.  Many more good ideas in
this newsletter – maybe somethings you haven’t thought about doing and would be interesting to try.  It might
even draw some new faces to your group so share this newsletter to all of your women.
Some personal sharing to all – I apologize for no e-newsletters recently.  It has been a challenging past few months
for my husband and me, so CCW took second to family priorities.  First of all, we sold our beautiful home on Lake
Cottonwood and moved – downsizing - a major undertaking for us. Thank goodness for our dedicated daughters, son-
in-laws and grandchildren and all of their help.  We now have a small home and yard  – much more manageable for
us.  God works in mysterious ways in our lives because in late summer and early fall we had no intention of selling
our home, but the day after moving into our new home, my husband was placed in the hospital with serious heart
difficulties.  Thank goodness we had made the move. He is doing better now but I ask for your prayers because he is
not out of the woods yet, but we are hoping for good news in the coming weeks.
Please note my new address below!  My phone number and email address stay the same!

Editor: Donna Sanders Design: Lisa Caron
40 Front St. 18948 Nature Lane
Cottonwood, MN 56229 Eden Prairie, MN 55346
(507) 423-5140 lisamaec@gmail.com
donnamaesanders@gmail.com

As Catholic Christians, we believe in the sanctity and value of all human life. We believe God created us all
in His image, and that all human life must be respected and preserved from conception to natural death.
Christ stated, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me” (Matthew 25:40). Moreover, “Human life must be respected and protected absolutely from
the moment of conception (Catholic Catechism, 2270; Jer 1:5; Ps 22:10-11).

The temptation to rid ourselves of the “inconvenience” manifest as infants and/or elderly is a consequence
of our societal and cultural upbringing coupled with our unwillingness to receive Christ’s spiritual guidance.
On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court decided to make abortion a legal right, and according to Planned
Parenthood, “now that abortion is a legal right thanks to Roe, it’s become one of the safest medical procedures
in the United States — with a safety record of over 99 percent.” (From Roe v. Wade: The Constitutional Right
to Access Safe, Legal Abortion https://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/issues/abortion/roe-v-wade). Safe
to whom? Certainly not the infants; the human beings made in God’s image who have had the soul of
eternal life breathed into them at conception. Do they mean safe to the mother? If so, how safe is the
mother, really?  Is the mother’s soul free from damnation? Will Jesus say, “well done my good and faithful
servant.” We all make mistakes and we all sin. I am sure the vast majority of mothers that decide on abortion,
live with horrific pain and guilt. We must remember that God loves us all very much, and he wants nothing
more than to have us all sitting at his side in Paradise. Christ instituted the sacrament of Reconciliation to
save our souls from damnation. We all sin and we all fall short of the kingdom of God. We must all go to
confession and cleanse our souls of sin.

Prolife is more than just believing in and living for the sanctity of all life. Prolife has many spiritual facets
that are revealed in the Corporal Works of Mercy. The corporal works of mercy include: 1) feed the hungry,
2) give drink to the thirsty, 3) clothe the naked, 4) shelter the homeless, 5) visit those in prison, 6) comfort
the sick, and 7) bury the dead (from the Divine Mercy website at https://www.thedivinemercy.org/library/
article.php?NID=3479). Notice that all seven corporal works of mercy have the underlying theme of respecting
and prolonging life via a physical or emotional means. We must pray each day for the sanctity of life, and
ask God for spiritual resolve and the strength to love all made in His image.

By Deann T. Schindler



Historian Inspirations
For Winter Newsletter

WINTER HOLIDAYS get that camera out and snap the
Happenings outside!

What a beautiful time of year.  A lot of changes with CCW
are happening but even if you are busy, don’t forget to take
photos.  History is taking place in your home parish and
your Area parishes!
God bless you as you use your gifts to tell the story of CCW.

By Mary Mulloy
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SAVE THE DATE
Saturday, April 27, 2019

New Ulm Diocesan CCW Convention
60th Annual Convention

Theme:  “Proclaim the Gospel to All”
Location:  St. Anastasia’s, Hutchinson, MN

Our Featured Speakers:
Kathy Bonner
Kathy Bonner is an international motivational speaker with over 36 years experience.
She has spoken in Great Britain, Mexico, Canada and throughout the U.S.  Ms. Bonner
is a convention keynote speker and brings a myriad of expertise with a diverse leadership
background.  She has served on many church and civic boards, locally and nationally.
Kathy has been published in national magazines and newsletters.  Her experience also
includes producing and editing a nationally distributed brochure on domestic violence,
Women Healing the Wounds, and a book on mentoring, Mentors of the Past…Models
for the Future.
Kathy is from the Diocese of Orlando, Florida.
Amanda Sieling
Amanda Sieling, just this past summer changed professions and now is currently
teaching in the field of Criminal Justice at Southwest Minnesota State University in
Marshall, MN.  Prior, she served as Assistant County Attorney for Yellow Medicine
County, Minnesota.  Amanda comes to us as an experienced and knowledgeable speaker
on delinquency, abuse and neglect cases and had dealt with the effects of these
activities everyday when she was serving as Assistant County Attorney.
Amanda is married and the mother of three children.  Her husband is a teacher at
Lakeview Schools in Cottonwood.  They are members of St. Mary’s Parish in Cottonwood.
Both she and her husband are converts to the Catholic Faith and are very active in
parish l ife.

Plan to attend for a day of learning and spiritual enrichment.



1010

LEADERSHIPCommissionBy Ronda Mathiowetz
As I ponder what to share in this article my thoughts go to – what is Leadership Commission about? According to
the NCCW Website:

The Leadership Commission provides organization development, opportunities for training, as well as public relations
resources, and publications to strengthen leadership.

The 2017-2019 focus is the New Evangelization.
According to the USCCB website:
The New Evangelization calls each of us to deepen our faith, believe in the Gospel message and go forth to
proclaim the Gospel. The focus of the New Evangelization calls all Catholics to be evangelized and then go forth to
evangelize. In a special way, the New Evangelization is focused on ‘re-proposing’ the Gospel to those who have
experienced a crisis of faith.Pope Benedict XVI called for the re-proposing of the Gospel “to those regions awaiting the
first evangelization and to those regions where the roots of Christianity are deep but who have experienced a serious
crisis of faith due to secularization.”1 The New Evangelization invites each Catholic to renew their relationship with
Jesus Christ and his Church.
We as an organization can prepare and present workshops, inspirational prayer services and gatherings but how do
we get women to come? I believe this is where evangelization comes in.
We all have a reason why we are involved in the Council of Catholic Women. Most likely it began with a friend or
relative who shared her commitment and excitement for Council with us and personally invited us to a meeting or
gathering. Ah, there it is, a personal invitation.
Ladies, let us deepen our faith, believe in the Gospel message and go forth to proclaim the Gospel, and share our
message of Council.

As we enter a new year with 2018 elections behind us, it is time for each of us to reinvigorate ourselves
in promoting Catholic social teachings on the dignity of humanity and respect of all life.
Time to register for Catholics at the Capitol!  The gathering of hundreds of Catholics at Catholics at
the Capitol in 2017 is offered again this year, February 19, 2019.  You won’t want to miss this opportunity
to hear the inspirational speakers, including Jim Caviezel, who starred as Jesus in The Passion of the
Christ film and as Saint Luke in Paul, Apostle of Christ.  Participants will learn about key issues
facing us as Minnesotans and how to advocate effectively.  There will be prayer and visits with elected
officials who represent each of us.  Register soon at: https://catholicsatthecapitol.org/register/ as
space is limited.  Bus rides will be available.
Jesse Rojo, in his April 22, 2015 article in Christian Post, Should Christians Be Involved in Politics,
states, “The current downward spiral that this country is undergoing speaks to the fallen state of
mankind; but it speaks even more directly to the lack of influence that Christians have had in public
affairs. That alone should be motivation enough for us to actively engage in affairs of the state.”
So, how important is it for Christians to engage in formation of policy and legislation?
It’s not only important, it’s critical! Christians who will speak truth in our changing culture and who
will pray are crucial in protecting our freedom of speech and religion; if we do not speak, these
freedoms will likely be in danger.
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Deanery CCW Spring Gatherings
Deanery 1 ........................ Thursday, March 21, 2019 .............. St. George’s, West Newton, MN
Deanery 2 ........................ Tuesday, March 5, 2019...................................................... Location TBD
Deanery 3 ........................Monday, March 4, 2019 ................................. St. Aloysius, Olivia, MN

Year of 2019 ............................. NCCW celebrating 99th Anniversary (Organized in 1920)
January 18-25, 2019 ....................................................... Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
January 22, 2019 ......................................................... Roe v. Wade Anniversary pray for the

Legal Protection of Unborn Children
February 9, 2019 ..............................NUDCCW Board Meeting, Sacred Heart, Franklin, MN
Month of February ......................................... San Lucas Valentine/Mission of Love Month
Month of March ............................................................................National Food Shelf Month

(donations to local food shelves are matched)
March 1, 2019 ............................... DCCW Scholarship Donations & Applications Deadline
March 6, 2019 ..............................................................................Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins
April 21, 2019 ........................................................................................................ Easter Sunday
April 27, 2019............................... NUDCCW Convention, St. Anastasia’s, Hutchinson, MN
Every Day ..................................... Pray for Vocations to the Priesthood & Consecrated Life
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Several dedicated CCW ladies passed away these past months and we
give tribute to their memory.  Many of you will remember these ladies
as being very dedicated to our DCCW and served in key positions on
the Diocesan Board during their lifetime.
Betty Heymans – her funeral was held on Friday, December 7, 2018 at
St. Mary’s in Sleepy Eye.
Betty was married to Phil Heymans for 62 years and was the mother
of 8 children.  She served as Diocesan Vice President from 1982-1984.
She also had served in several other positions on the Diocesan Board
before that time.  She also designed the first DCCW brochure that we
had – a wonderful artist and always willing to help where needed.

Sherry Karen Johnson – her funeral was held on Monday, December 17, 2018 at St. Genevieve’s,
Lake Benton.
She was married to Dennis Johnson and mother of 4 children.  She served as Region 3 President from
1982-1984 and then Diocesan Vice President from 1984-1986 and several other posit ions on the
Diocesan Board prior to that time.  She was dedicated to the Council of Catholic Women attending 27
National CCW Conventions during her lifetime.
May we always remember both of these women as wonderful examples of committed and strong Catholic
CCW women helping to pave the way for where our Diocesan Council of Catholic Women is today.
Please pray for the repose of their souls and may they rest in peace in the loving arms of Our
Redeemer.

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May their souls and the souls of all the faithfully departed,
Through the mercy of God, rest in peace.

AMEN



Betty Thooft
New Ulm DCCW President
PO Box 128
Tyler, MN 56178

Lord,                       make me a channel of your peace.
Where there is hatred let me bring your love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
And where there’s doubt, faith.

Oh, Master grant that I may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace.
Where there’s despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there’s sadness, joy.

Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
It is in giving that we receive;
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

Amen


